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men and desired to be baptized, with his whole house. The magistrate,
the next morning, sent an order for the enlargement of the servants of God.
St Paul, who had alleged nothing to prevent his scourging, then complained
that a Roman citizen had been whipped against the laws, and refused to
depart without more ample satisfaction. This he did to intimidate the
judges and procure their favour for the protection of the converts. The
magistrates, trembling at the name of a Roman citizen, came in person,
craved pardon of the prisoners, and submissively entreated them to depart.
The apostles having laid in this city the foundation of a very eminent
church, as appears from St Paul's epistle to the Philippians, took leave
of the devout Lydia and the rest, and, travelling through Aniphipolis and
Apollonia, arrived at Thessalonica, the capital of Macedon* St Paul there
preached three Sabbath-days in the synagogue, and converted some Jews
and a great number of Gentiles, who by their patience became the model
of the whole church and were particularly dear to their spiritual father,1
The unbelieving Jews envied that city the prosperity of the gospel, and
gathering together a number of wicked ruffians, beset the house of Jason,
a considerable man, who entertained the apostles; but St Paul and Silas
having been removed by the Christians and concealed in a more secret
place, the mob seized upon Jason and carried him before the magistrates,
who obliged him to give bail and security for his good behaviour. When
the tumult was over, Paul and Silas left the town in the night and went
to Bercea. The Jews of this place listened to the gospel with joy, and many
Gentiles were also converted. A tumult at length obliged St Paul to quit
that town; but Silas and Timothy stayed behind some time to instruct
the converts, whilst St Paul made for Athens, whither he afterwards sent
for Timothy and Silas. The city of Athens had not so far degenerated
in the sciences, but it was still stored with many learned and wise men.
The inhabitants were very superstitious; and so careful were they that no
deity should want due honour from them that they had an altar inscribed,
" To the unknown God." Whether by this title they meant all unknown
pretended gods of other nations, or the true God of the Jews, is uncertain;
for the pagans often styled this latter the unknown God, because he had
no particular name like their false deities. St Paul preached to the Jews
in their synagogue, and to the Gentiles in all public places, even in the
Areopagus itself, the supreme court of magistrates, most venerable over
all Greece for their great wisdom and learning. Dionysius, one of these
judges, embraced the faith; also Damaris, an illustrious woman in the dry,
and some others. But though the philosophers were not able to enter the
lists against a man full of the Spirit of God and instructed by his light,
yet many of them derided his doctrine concerning the resurrection of the
dead, and others who were struck with the thunder of his discourses said
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